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Thebe
ßtand committed )for trial at
now
the next Quarter Sessions, two corporals
and three privates of the Royal Engineers,
namely, Corporal Newton,)for stealingfrom
the Convict Establishment, book-binders
materials, and selling them to a ticket-of
called Spencer ; Corporal Scott,
leave man
for stealing from the same
source, and
selling Chubb's locks and files ; Private
Cameron, for selling Governmeut timber,
and employing convicts in cutting and
sawing it; Private Davis, for conveying
out of tho Establishment,
and aiding in
the disposal of, a handsome turning lathe,
which had been
manufactured
in the
blacksmith's shop there, Private Gogan,
for selling to a ticket-holder named
Bains,
tools, worth
a complete set of tinman's
about £10, the greater portion of which
likewise fabricated in the workshop
were
of this model moral reformatory Establishment; and Private McNicol, for having
work-boxes made by convict labor in the
carpenters' shop, and selling the same
in
a public house in Fremantle.
This is a very sad state of affairs, and
heart-rending
scenes
have
thus
many
been brought about, through the iniquity
and more
than culpable negligence which
has characterised the whole supervision of
the Convict Department in this colony.
it is
These unfortunate men, whose names
painful duty this day to place before
our
the public, are the victims of a nefarious
system which has been allowed to prevail
at the Convict Establishment, and that in
doing that which has brought them within
the iron grasp of the law, they have only
been following in the wake of their belters,
and those who were
placed over
them to
counsel and to guide them, in place of, by
bad example, leading them into their present deplorable positions.
In our issue of last week, an advertise-
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appeared regarding an unclaimed
wardroba which had been found by the
detective police in the carpenters shop in
in
the Convict Establishment ; we are now
readers in full posa position to place our
session of the particulars thereto relating,
time in February
that some
Jt seems
ment

last,

the Comptroller-General sent a reto the Commissariat, demanding
the manufacture for his quarters of several
articles, which being viewed
by that Deunder
the head of
as
coming
partment
furniture,
which every gentleman
ordinary
waB
supposed to provide at his own expense, they very properly declinod to
authorise the articles being made, but, it
appears, that information of the refusal
formistake, never
through some
Was,
quisition

warded.

The Comptroller General, how-

to have issued .the requisite
ever, seems
instructions, without caring whether his
requisition

was
complied with or not, and
made and comlarge presses were
pleted, one
of them being a large lady's
wardrobe, made with two fronts to it ; so
of a bed-room,
as to stand in the centre
and present a sightly aspect which ever

two

~

looked at.
Previous, however, to these trifles being
to the
removed
Comptroller General's
detectives
found their way
quarters, the
into the Establishment,
and
no
one
seemed
to be in a particular hurry to
claim the furniture, which, from its bulk,
was
hampering the carpenters shop ; the
Sapper in charge of it, however, to get
one
of them out of the way, bundled it
over
to the Comptroller General's house,
be found ; the wardwhere it can now
robe, however, he received instructions to
alter, and
convert it into a press fitted up
with shelves, a proceeding which, it
ap
have been devised, to
pears to us, must
hide its original construction ; all we can
is, that it
originally
was
say on the matter
built as a wardrobe, and that it now
stands
in the Convict Establishment as a press.
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We

it was

would suggest to His Excellency

fitting exercise of

as

a

his detective talents,

the finding out of the party who ordered
the wardrobe in the first instance, and in
the second instance, the party who, after
the detectives found their
way into the
Establishment,
directed its construction
lo be altered into

a

press.

It
appears £o us to matter
the public interests
are

little, as

far

concerned,
whether a poor man applies a certain portion of Government
material and Government labor to the raising of a trifling
amount of money, or a rich man, highly
paid to teach
what is right,
poor men
applies Government labor and Government
materials to the furnishing of his
house (under the mask of calling it Go
vernment
property) with such articles of
furniture as he properly ought to provide
out of his large salary.
The difference, so
far as we can
understand, being that the
applies Government
one
labor and material to
put money in his pocket, while the
other takes advantage of his position, and,
without any authority, orders the applica
tion of Government labor and material for
the
in his
purpose of keeping money
pocket.
In bringing our
present remarks to a
conclusion, though we cannot attempt to
as

justify

the proceedings

of these unfortuwe
think them entitled
to a certain amount
of sympathy, when it
is
remembered the bad example they have
had set them, and the den of iniquity and
corruption m which it has been theiv misfortune to be employed in for so
many
years back.
We hear that the Comptroller General
has been so much shocked at the proceedings of the Sappers, that in a fit of virnate

soldiers, still

indignation, he has recommended
expulsion from the Establishment,
and which has been carried out ; Mr. S.
Allpike, the blacksmith, and Mr. Rolston,
the carpenter, being appointed to take
tuous
their

charge of the Bmiths and
carpenters
Bhops; had the Comptroller General exercised

in the most remote

ercised

in the most remote way any superwhatever,
such irregularities
as
have led to six, hitherto respectable, men,
at
appearing a3
felons
the ensuing
Sessions, never
could have occurred ; but
there may be reasons
for his not having
done so, that we know nothing of.
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